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Abstract

Based on cultural criticism, this paper attempts to make a comparison between two female

deformed characters created in Withered Flowers and Good Country People by analyzing the themes and

the artistic techniques in the creation of the deformed characters. It points out that Miss Zhang is critici-

zing the unfair patriarchal society where women are subordinate, depressive and helpless while O’ Con-

nor,whose novel is more like a religious fable,is taking pains to emphasize the importance of religious

belief by revealing sins in human beings who are lost in this extremely materialistic world.
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