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Impact of Family Structure on Rural Households’ Capital
Inputs to Cultivated Land

——An Empirical Study Based on 488 Rural Household Survey

KAN You-xun', ZHOU Ying®’, YANG Gang-qiao®
(1. The Land Remediation Bureau of Hubei Province , Wuhan , Hubei, 430071 ;
2. College of Land Management , Huazhong Agricultural University , Wuhan s Hubei ,430070)

Abstract In order to discover the law of rural households’ capital inputs to cultivated land during
the process of urbanization, this paper analyzes the impact of family structure on rural households’ cap-
ital inputs to cultivated land based on the questionnaire survey of 488 rural households in 6 counties of
Jianghan Plain and Dabieshan Mountain. The result shows that agricultural production target of rural
households is dominated by arable land resources endowment, and the target is to gain maximal profits
in the region affluent in arableland resources, which is mainly to meet the needs of family members’
life. The impact of family structure on rural households’ capital inputs to cultivated land is dominated
by arableland resources endowment. At present, market of agricultural production factors in countryside
is not active, there has been reciprocal influence between production decisions and consumption decisions
of rural households. Therefore, this paper points out that it is very important for governments to con-
sider farmers’ production and consumption, actively promot agricultural mechanization and enhance cul-
tural and technical qualifications of agricultural labourers.

Key words rural households; family structure; capital inputs to cultivated land; regional compari-

son; endowment of resources
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