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Study on Function of Rural Social Organization under Changes
of Rural Governance

——A Case Study in Mutual Aid and Cooperation Organization for Poverty
Alleviation at X Village in Z County,Gansu Province

CAT Si-min
(School of Politics and Law , Northwest Normal University ,Lanzhou,Gansu,730070)

Abstract Great changes have taken place in rural social structure with the gradual penetration and
the adjustment of rural land system since the reform and opening-up for more than 30 years. The multi-
center governance structure is gradually becoming the main method in the management of rural social
public affairs. As an important subject in the process of rural governance, the rural social organization
plays a crucial role in promoting farmers’ collective actions and nurturing grass-roots democracy. Based
on a brief review on the historic process of rural governance, this paper makes a case study on a special
rural social organization in the northwest region,and mainly explains the social functions that rural social
organization plays in the modern rural governance. Cooperation among all kinds of rural social organiza-
tions,rural party organizations and villagers is a major way to work out the dilemma in rural social gov-
ernance at present.

Key words rural governance; rural social organization; organizational function; governance struc-

ture; modern rural democracy
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