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The New Approach to Release the Value of Rural Construction Land

——A Comparative Study Based on the Transfer Model
of the Collective Land in Rural Areas in Wuxi and Chengdu

TANG Jian', TAN Rong’
(1. Research Center of Land Policy , Institute of China Land Surveying and Planning , Beijing,100035;
2. Department of Public Management » Zhejiang University , Hangzhou, Zhejiang.310029)

Abstract The current rural land transfer rules on entering urban land market actually bounds the real value
of rural land due to governmental monopoly, which further restricts the development of rural area. This paper
compares the local institutional design and practical effectiveness of the rural construction land transfer policies in
Chengdu and Wuxi. The results show that the institutional settings in Chengdu, carried in forms of farmers
dominance, social forces’ participation and supervision of the government, virtually return rights to farmers.
This mode is of great advantage in solving the problems of rural development. Therefore, we argue that relea-
sing rural land value is a new way of promoting the development of rural area as a latecomer. The paper con-
cludes with some policy recommendations. For instance, the government can release the rural land value if it
aims to promote rural development; a well functioned market mechanism is also a key for rural development;
land use policy reform can be a new way of integrating the rural-urban co-development; farmers can have more
power and rights for protecting their own interests during the transfer.
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