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Changes of Legal Subject and Practical Carrier
of Rural Land Property Rights in China

XIANG Ji-quan
(The Center for Chinese Rural Studies s Huazhong Normal University sWuhan s Hubei ,430079)

Abstract This paper studies the legal subjects and practical carriers of rural land property since the
fouding of new China from the perspectives of law, policy and practice and points out that rural land
property system has experienced four stages of private possession and private use, private possession and
public use,public possession and public use as well as public possession and private use. In different sta-
ges,the adscription and allocation of ownership,rights of possession,operational rights, beneficial rights
and right of disposal are different and legal rights and practical carriers of property are always changing.
During the period of the people’ s commune before the reformation,the basic accounting unit and collec-
tive property subjects gradually went down from ownship by commune to ownship by production
brigadge to ownership by production team. During the process of abolishing people’s commune,different
provinces adopted different ways to establish towns, viillagers committees, villagers groups and collective
economic organizations at all levels and also differently arrange property ownerships of original collective
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Four Patterns of Beautiful Rural Construction and Their Comparison

——A Case Study in Anji, Yongjia, Gaochun and Jiangning

WU Li-cai' , WU Kong-fan®
(1. Research Center of China Rural Com prehensive Reform Collaborative Innovation ,
Huazhong Normal University sWuhan s Hubei 430079
2. The Com prehensive Rural Reform Working Group Office s The State Council s Beijing,100820)

Abstract Based on the first-hand information from field investigation about beautiful village con-
struction in Anji county, Yongjia county of Zhejiang province as well as Gaochun district and Jiangning
district of Nanjing, Jiangsu province, this paper analyzes and discusses the characteristics,common ex-
perience and the universal problems of 4 kinds of patterns. The common experience is government-guid-
ing, social participation, planning and project promotion. Beautiful village construction is not for outsid-
ers to watch, not even for the purpose of urban people’s leisure tourism and preserving their health.
The ultimate goal of beautiful village construction is to improve happiness index for the local people.
The basic standard to evaluate beautiful rural construction is to enhance farmers’ livelihood so that farm-
ers can really enjoy the achievements of beautiful rural construction. At last, it is imperative to push
forward the construction of ecological civilization and promote the building of new socialist countryside.

Key words beautiful village construction; construction of new countryside; ecological civilization;

pattern comparison
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land. However,from the practice of law and history, villagers committees,as the villagers’ autonomous
organizations,are not the real subjects and carriers of collective economy and collective land property,in
most areas,villagers groups(formerly called production teams) and their collective units are the real sub-
jects and carriers of collective land property. Therefore,it is now urgent to radically reform,further clear
and solidify the subjects of collective property. At the same time, transformation into the joint-stock sys-
tem should be carried out in rural collective economy and “seperation of economy and community,sepa-
ration of villages and community should be pushed forward. Under the confirmation and ensurance of
farmers and rural collective integrated land property,we should try to push forward the flow of collective
assets and resources such as rural land so as to promote the development of countryside and the whole
national economy and society.

Key words rural land property right; reform of collective property; legal subject
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