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Democratic Transformation of Power Structure for Village from
the Perspective of Construction for Modern State

YUAN Fang-cheng, YU Li-xin
(Institute of Political Science , Central China Normal University , Wuhan , Hubei,430079)

Abstract This paper provides a rational analysis on the rural power structure since villagers’ self-
governance in the 1980s from the theoretical perspective of Modern State-construction. The true nature
of the transformation of power structure is the result of conflicting game between state-power and social-
power, as it were, the democratic transformation of power structure originating from the inherent re-
quirements of the Modern State-construction. The fundamental objective of Modern State-construction
is to integrate the relationship between state and society and market, during which the democratization
of power structure epitomizes in two ways, namely the universal implementation of election system
which means the changes of sources for the legitimacy of power and the expansion of the scope of village
self-governance since the household contract responsibility system. The government should devolve au-
thority to regions and the grass roots and meanwhile carry out democracy in the countryside so as to
maintain and rebuild the social order and to innovate social governance.

Key words villagers’ self-governance; construction of modern state; power structure of village;

game of power;democratic transformation
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