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A Study on Divorce in Rural Areas of Developed Coastal Regions

QI Weiwel

Abstract The prosperous rural areas of the Pearl River Delta has seen a rapid growth of divor-
ce. In the last decade,young spouses are the majority of divorce cases,with women claiming the ma-
jority of divorces. The survey found that the local rural divorce phenomenon is mainly related to the
following factors. First,the local area is one of the highlands of the rural marriage market in China
and the influx of outlander women has put local women at a disadvantage in the local marriage mar-
ket,and thus in the family power structure and family conflicts. Second,local peasant families lack
clear common goals, which makes it difficult to form a close relationship of mutual dependence,con-
sultation and support between husband and wife. The relationship between couples is completely
tied with personal affections. Third,local rural spouses are independent of each other in terms of e-
conomy, kinship and social circles,so there is no strong sense of family responsibility between hus-
band and wife, and the relationship between them is not firm. Fourth, the patriarchal clan idea is
dominant there. The elderly hold property rights and maintain the traditional family order and pow-
er pattern,which creates a great tension with the subjectivity of young women. It leads to conflicts
between parents-in-laws and daughters-in-law, which may in turn result in conflicts between hus-
band and wife. In this way,young women are not given the status and voice they deserve in the fam-
ily and find it difficult to realize their sense of self. As a result,when families are in conflict or spou-
ses have lost their affection,they tend to divorce. Young men,on the other hand,can easily remarry
without fear of divorce,which leads to a high incidence of divorce and remarriage in this area.

Key words divorce; family goals; rationalization of husband-wife relationship; female subjec-

tivity; family relationships
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