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Evolution of Social Solidarity Form and Elastic Solidarity in Infor-
mation Society : History, Trend and Path

DALI Jie

Abstract Human society has witnessed different historical periods from traditional agricultural so-
ciety to industrial society and information society, and the practice field, organizational form and resource
base of social solidarity have undergone remarkable changes. The social production and life style in the pe-
riod of agricultural civilization are closed, and the way of information acquisition and dissemination is
monolithic, so the social solidarity is characterized by the rigid unity of homogeneity. The social produc-
tion and life style in the industrial age are mobile, and the forms of information and knowledge tends to be
heterogeneous. Social solidarity is based on a variety of organisations and is a functional interdependence
based on the division of labour.In the information society, the information technology increases the power
for the individual member, and subject consciousness and independent ability of the individual grow rap-
idly, so the social solidarity is increasingly based on the subject’s will to choose and the subjective iden-
tity ; the rigidity, fixity and stability of social solidarity are weakening continuously in favor of a flexible,
highly liberal and weakly associative form of solidarity. Therefore, it is necessary to pay close attention to
the reality of social solidarity and the spatial field of the Internet, the carrier of social solidarity formed by
the self-organization of members of society, the cultivation of public consciousness and collective spirit,
so as to promote the level of social solidarity as a whole and the sustainable development of the country.

Key words information society; solidarity form; rigid solidarity; organizational solidarity; flex-

ible solidarity
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