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Power, Capital and Life: The Triple Logic of Rural Public Space
Production

ZHANG Cheng

Abstract The production of rural public space is an important content of rural construction in the
new period ,and an important way to enhance farmers’ sense of gain and happiness. In the process of par-
ticipation by multiple subjects, the production of rural public space follows the logic of power, the logic of
capital and the logic of life. The logic of power emphasizes that the government takes the lead , and aims
to enhance the legitimacy of governmental power and realize the reproduction of governmental power
through the mechanisms of power demonstration, spatial discipline, dialogue and interaction, and two-
way influence. The logic of capital emphasizes that the market and enterprises are the dominant players,
and that the goal of capital appreciation is achieved through the spatialization of capital and the capitaliza-
tion of space. The logic of life emphasizes that farmers take the lead, and that meeting farmers’ needs
and creating a better life is the ultimate goal of spatial production, which includes three production paths:
farmers’ self-initiated, elite-led and organization-led. Facing the problems of misalignment of supply and
demand, lack of publicity, and weak endogenous power in the production of rural public space under the
triple logic, it is necessary to build a synergistic mechanism with the logic of life as the value guide and
the logic of power and the logic of capital as the realization path to promote the production of rural public
space.

Key words rural public space; logic of power; logic of capital; logic of life
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