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Publicity and Popularization of Modern Biotech:Duties of Scientists

——Remark at First Domestic Symposia on Science Popularization

of Biotech and Modern Agriculture

XU Zhi-hong
(School of Life Sciences , Peking University ,Beijing ,100871)

Abstract Modern biotech related to genetic modification (GM) and ways to popularize science have
aroused the attention from the public. Scientists should popularize the scientific research that they are fo-
cusing on to the public and policy-makers and they should also strengthen the awareness and communi-
cation among scientists,public and media and policy-makers from governments so as to rapidly work out
the problems that may come along. GM technology and traditional breeding techniques are from the same
origin, both of which are to undertake crop genetic improvement by using elite genes. When doing scien-
tific research,scientists must abide by relevant scientific ethical norms and relevant scientific principles
and self-discipline. Through a series of discussion and cooperation, scientists should search for solutions
to those important problems, which will strengthen the awareness from government officials and publics
for the importance of plant science in resolving the above problems so that the whole society will pay
more attention to the impact of plant science and agriculture today on the human being of the future as
well as our earth.
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