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Agricultural Drought in Southern China and
Countermeasures in Mitigating its Impact

CHEN Yu-ping, DING Shi-jun
(School o f Business Administration s Zhongnan University

of Economics and Law ,Wuhan , Hubei,430074)

Abstract Drought has great negative impact on farm households’ livelihood. This paper analyzes
the relationship between rainfall and crop yield,definition of drought and its impact and the coping strat-
egies of farm households. The results show that southern China is charaterized with local drought and re-
gional drought,drought causes farm households’ huge loss and farm households’ consumption is also af-
fected and farm households’ diversified activities and the uniform utilization of village public resources
are the important methods to cope with drought. The paper puts forward six suggestions on how to miti-
gate the impact of drought in southern China on agricultural production and farm households’ liveli-
hood,such as breeding drought-resistant varieties to reduce the dependance on water,improving the ca-
pacity of village community to deal with drought, constructing water storage facilities for farm house-
holds,understanding the risk strategies by farm households to cope with drought and making scientific
agricultural risk management policy, establishing governmental management system in separating
drought and flooding and strengthening the environmental protection in southwestern China to promote
the agricultural sustainable development.

Key words drought; Southern China; farm household; coping strategies; countermeasure
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