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Fig.1 Borrowing the distant view of Qingchui
Peak from the Mountain Resort

B2 REMAERREEENZK
Fig.2 Borrowing the external water scenery
through the leakage windows of the double
corridor in the Canglang Pavilion
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Fig.3 Borrowing the view of Longguang Pagoda on

Mount Xi from Jichang Garden
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Fig.4 The Tower of Buddhist Incense on Longevity
Hill employs downward borrowing to incorporate the
panoramic view of Kunming Lake
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Fig.5 Analysis of the scenic system of water network villages
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Fig.6 Hydrological network resource derivation
mechanism diagram
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Fig.7 Human resources retention mechanism diagram
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Fig.8 Surrounding landscape resources of the Fuzishan Area
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Fig.9 Spatial layout plan of landscape nodes in the Fuzishan Area
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Fig.10 Spatial analysis diagram of Taizi Tofu Village
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Fig.11 Renderings of the neighboring borrowed scenery of Fuzishan in Taizi Tofu Village
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Fig.12 The downward borrowing of Fengjiatun Reservoir from the Jindi Grass Slide
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Fig.13 Yanmen Horse Farm landscape rendering
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Interpretation of borrowed scenery principle and its application in
rural landscape construction in water-network villages

DING Kai
School of Environmental Art, Hubei Institute of Fine Arts, Wuhan 430205, China

Abstract The traditional Chinese garden principle of “Borrowed Scenery” (Jiejing) was transformed
into a quantitative control tool for modern spatial design to address the issues of single spatial hierarchy and
the dissolution of regional characteristics in current landscape construction in water-network villages. Key
quantitative indexes including viewing distance (D) , relative height of scenery (H) , the D/H ratio, and
the vertical viewing angle (a) were extracted to construct a parameterized design paradigm encompassing
remote borrowing, adjacent borrowing, upward borrowing, downward borrowing, and seasonal borrowing
by introducing visual perception psychology and spatial geometry theory and analyzing the traditional “Bor-
rowing Landscape” principle based on the Yoshinobu Ashihara’s theory of external space design.The Fuzi
shan Area in Yangxin County, Hubei Province, a region characterized by both hilly terrain and water net-
works was used as an example to conduct an empirical study.The results showed that “remote borrowing”
was achieved through visual corridor control, effectively enhancing the sense of spatial depth in natural
open interfaces where D/H>4.“Adjacent borrowing” strategies and controlled building setback distances
were used to achieve a flexible integration of the village and the mountain for the mid-range scale where 1<<
D/H<.3.“Downward borrowing” perspectives were used to expand the horizontal extensibility of the natu-
ral landscape in areas close to landscape features with significant height differences (D/AH<1).1t is indi-
cated that the interpretation of the “Borrowed Scenery” principle based on spatial geometric parameters will
provide a scientific and quantitative basis for constructing modern rural landscapes.

Keywords borrowed scenery principle ; water-network villages; landscape construction; characteris-

tics of landscape ; visual perception; techniques of design
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