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# T CRISPR/Cas9 #4198 NCOA4 &ikx Y MARC-
145 20 B@ 2 K H 3T HP-PRRSV £ il B9 82 i

oL 1 = = 2 52 N 3 2 1,2,3

BYLE L, E RN BN, KK
LAATRRFIAALFR, LT 100871; 2. BILLMAFZ K FHHEFE, ik 712100,

3. AR LA F R M A F EE K, AN 450002

E  NIRFENCOAL A T8k A WA PRRSV B E T, B CRISPR/Cas9 £ AR 42 PRRSV 5 & (1)
MARC-145 £ il 5 8 Bk 0 ) &5 52 7k NCOA 4 3£ [, IT 454 Sanger I /5 Fil Western blot #: NCOA4
BRac® . [l is 4R .qPCR  Western blot , TCID, 5% NCOA 4 fif 4 T FIEF A T MARC-145 $E47 41 g
JEI AR TSR , LRSI NCOA 4 Bt 5 PRRSV & il 5400 . 455 BoR , ARBF 55 I #  NCOA 4 FE [
RS B MARC-145 400 2 o e oh , 40 1 T 87 242 A MARC-145 40 M0 5 , B % NCOA 4 i 2 1451 PRRSV ORF7
mRNA N2 [ KR i B KOF, REHEE FTH 18 35k, S5 RR0, 26 A W0 CHE 2 R BE B NCOA 4 8k g

{23 PRRSV &1l

KR CRISPR/Cas9; NCOA4; 4 AW ; 5% BHH - 5 F S5 G AE 5 Jk Rk 5 At s

FESES S852.651  XHAFRIRAD A

¥ BT 5 N 25 A 1E (porcine reproductive and
respiratory syndrome , PRRS) , WK 0 # H , ie ) T
20 22 80 AR AR AE 36 [ 4 & B, Bl I U R 7 RO
FEN KSR B T B R PR . PRRS S
3% 25 5 IF W% 25 A 1iE i % (porcine reproductive
and respiratory syndrome virus, PRRSV) 5| & 19, 3
B | S R R 0 AR B B SR 2PE R IR GE R
PRRSV Jj& —Fp B IE 5 RNA S5 5 , )8 T2 200 8
H (Nidovirales) . 3l ik %6 95 2 J@ (Arterivirirus) , H 3
PRIZHR BE 2 15 kb, & A 9D IF U EEHE (ORF ), H:
H ORF 1a # ORF 1b % £ 5 25 4F 45 14 25 11 (NSPs)
ORF2-ORF7 4 55 # 45 #9811’ . PRRSV £ %
TR I 240 RSP A L, B A DR 7 S R
o MG g2 N2 . PRRSV ZE A P ) 3 28k e 48 441 fifg
SR B W 2 L (PAM) L it Ah, B AR 4
T A D AR MA-104 DL R A5 A2 B9 MARC-145, 58 4
FVFAER SN EAT PRRSV & #1001 R IR A 40 i
PAM 73 85 R XE | 73 i 46 9 ELOHA S 55 5 S5 AUk
FEE T PAM, MARC-145 4t il 7 HLA B 537 0 2%

Wk H 4. 2024-09-27
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Gy BEAT RN G A T R A0 N R B T
AL R R PRRSV YL fig 5| 40 i i — &
B A= BRI 25 46 A5 Ak, 6L FE 41 P A5 D RS T AR
b

POETE MM AAF T AT ROTER . EAEBA
TS 54000 & Fh A a6 8l A48 DNA & il V&
sk AN RE A L R A R R N S . e R
BRAE OR BRI E AR B RE T AR R S B E N
VEF o BRART I M RS i 128 22 000 1 K A K Jg ek
i, LN TR E RIS BRI YL 1) kA i 2 el ik
Z 0 41 B R TT B A S o a2 ik B A A R R
A AL A PE T SR R B = A T8k
20 6 N, 3 0k B R, X — el R AR R
BRAmgE Y CATBRSE SR  RE R A R 4
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NCOA4L AT EK B WG FE W4 20 16 P9 4k g Tk 3, 48k
1 IV T 18 00 4 A ST 42k 8 - VR B 0k T I K S T
T 5 R AR B AR XA R R T KR
TGRS B, T B R BT T, 330X FE A AN N R
i Z e Em 0 I, NCOA4 A S 1Y%k A W13
TEARA, SR YRR B P9 T 0 DG BEE , TT RETE DI
AR REEAEH . CAMREY,NCOA4 [
5 NE %8 (HCMV) AR ES% 3 2(hPTV2)
SRR IR, R Rk A e, DT B B A
HUC T NCOALTEFL s A b iz ik,
Hyfig vl figxt 2 Fhos 15 2 il R A s . SR,
NCOA4 4 F 18k A W A/E PRRSV YL i 72 7 1 56 5
FVEFH AR AHGE .

I, 7 BF 5% R ] CRISPR/Cas9 # AR # 57
NCOA4 5 [F B i MARC-145 40 M 2 |, IF 45 1 ik
AL 53 XT 24 i ] 39 10 52 0], 565 30F R B NCOA 4 J5
PRRSV & il B 52 Wil , ff 5wl SR ASE AU 1) mT A7, B 7
& PRRSV F1 NCOA4 4 & (9 2k A mk $2 {1t 34 i
et
1 #MRIERE
1.1 4HEE /SRR

293T 41is .\MARC-145 41} .pLentiCRISPRV 2
3K FARL  psPAX2 %l B B AL . pMD2. G Hff By B A
HP-PRRSV KI5 T g 44 R B2 B 2l W) fo g2 27 B
B,

1.2 ikFRHE

E. coli DH5a JE& 32 2541 M . 2 X Phanta Max Mas-
ter Mix, g [ 20058 B AE W) RHE A B2 7 ; Universal
Genomic DNA Kit 4 [ 5 Sk th 20 i A PR 7] 5 Lic
pofectamine 2000 14 H Thermo A 7l ; Anti-NCOA4 #T
A B Abcam 23 &) ; PRRSV N & AT H Gene-
Tex 7~ w) 3 2k & 1 # 8% 1 (ferritin heavy chain 1,
FTHD) HUiR Il A % 1848 54 %) ; GAPDH J HRP #3
C ) B A a A YRR BR A 5
IR £ 10X SYBR Green 520 2¢ )6 5 f PCR il
1R B TaKaRa /A Fl .

1.3 sgRNAS3|#i%it

T NCBILEE 7 o NCOA4 Z:H P55 B,
i B8 CRISPR/Cas9 R 48 (3 1 I, 76 12 3L A (14 41
87 X BB 4 Sk sgRNAL I 51 8 5 51 i
1.

%1 NCOA4-sgRNA 5|#)
Table ] NCOA4-sgRNA primers

5 GIL/E4 FIWFS (5'—>3")
No. Primer names Primer sequences (5'—>3")
. NCOAdgRNALE  CACCGTGACTCCTGTAC
CAACTGTC
AAACGACAGTTGGTACAG-
2 NCOA4-sgRNA1-R e
GAGTCAC
CACCGAGGTCCATCT-
3 NCOA4-sgRNA2-F
8 CATCTTGATC
AAACGATCAAGATGAGAT-
4 NCOA4-sgRNA2-R D
GGACCTC
CACCGTTTCACGACTGT-
5 NCOA4-sgRNA3-F A g
CACTCTC
AAACGAGAGTGACAGTC-
"OA4-sgRNA3-R
6 NCOAL-sgRNA3 GTGAAAC

1.4 FE4H R4 pLentiCRISPRV2-NCOA4-sgRNA
It

i 318 K AE A Y sgRNA RS 14454
HE/NF B B R 2 5 pLentiCRISPRV 2 {4
b BEARRI R E. coli DH5a 852 25 40l . F)
FH PCR S 50 BH: o e [R] B 047 000 B8 0F
15 BiRAmREHE

W 293 T 20 B2 R0 T 4537 L, R Al B2 35 80 %%
i, 8 pLentiCRISPRV2-NCOA4-sgRNA .pSPAX2,
pMD2.G JFUki4% 3: 2: 1 1 FL B 3% 3F 293 T 40 i, 72 h
JEWCE AN FE . 12N RS Y MARC-145 4fiff1 48 h
S, 3FE 20 R M 2 2R e O 2 U ) BB - 4
Ji, 4 B (K 20 DNA, XF sgRNA #8 &5 47 PCR §”
IR Bk T AT RS sgRNA 19 48 4%
R, G KA 1A /FLEER T 96 FLANMIRT TR
For AL A P B 20 B AT I BB 24 it B R
41 DNA, X sgRNA $ 5347 PCR Y3, If-14 473
P T Y M
1.6  Western blot

B NCOA4 % 1A i 5 41 i (NCOA4-KO-1 FlI
NCOA4-KO-2) LAz '8 A 5 MARC-145 41 g (WT)
A3 RN T 6 FLAH MR AR, B PRRSV (MOI=1)
24 h [ WCR A IRE i o B S PEJ 48 SDS-PAGE 43
BR R 8 PVDF I o 5% BAE4- 03t 1~2 he
HPBST#i i) —Pi 4 CEB L. KBRPUIEE %
VR 3 UK, B 10 min, I PBST #i By — Pl
B 1 he VR 3G, ECL 35 A Ak 7 4Ot
BRES.
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1.7 qPCR#&M

4% 5K WT . NCOA4-KO-1 F1 NCOA4-KO-2
4 4 B, B4 PRRSV (MOI=1)24 h J7, Trizol %
fiff 5 B B0 L RNA, 2 7% 5% J5 15 31 cDNA FE
LI cDNA #5417 5 5 PCR AL, £l PRRSV
ORF7 mRNA ZKF- o T 4 : 10X SYBR Green
SEI ¢ B PCR BUR, 5 pl;ddH,0,3.2 pl; I
% 51 % ORF7 (N) -F, 0.4 pl, J¥ % & AAAAC-
CAGTCCAGAGGCAAG; FiiF51 % ORF7 (N)-R,
0.4 pl, £ 31 5 CGGATCAGACGCACAGTATG;
cDNA, 1 pL,
1.8 REHENE

43 5% WT . NCOA4-KO-1 Fl NCOA4-KO-2
Y M4 A, B S S PRRSV (MOI=1) ,48 h 5434
WO B o K bR o3 i ISR B 9 BE 4R 10 15 4 BE A
B R R WT A MARC-145 4 g, 553572 h
Jii L %2 40 B 9 AR, I #% B8 Reed-Muench 7% i &
TCID50,
1.9 H‘XAmEA

A3 50K WT I NCOA4-KO-1 4 fadii b , 725 28
LA BTk 8096 B kAT e Ak . A% R85 25 1.5
mL B0 IR 19 70% L BIRE, T4 °C

5'-CACCGTGACTCCTGTACCAACTGTC GAA-3'
3'-GTGGCACTGAGGACATGGTTGACAG

MR EEER . FE L, AR R PBS £ &
TEANRL, FRRES L o WK TN BE (PT) G 8 7RI
30 min, 24 HASCRE I .
1.10  ZABaiE R

B WT HINCOA4-KO-1 40 fifg 43 5 A, F 12
24 .36 F148 h i} A CCK-8 15 , gk 2L 48 37 C &A%
T 2 ho BEJE M E 450 nm W% BE LLBE4S 40
TP
1.1 SitEDH
% H] GraphPad Prism 10.1.2 #E47 84 42 1 K n]
WAL AT, A I 45 5 DL S bR 227 2R .
*37R P<<0.05;**+37R P<<0.01,

2 FHRE5HMH

2.1 plLentiCRISPRV2-NCOA4-sgRNA & 28 % &
HEE

FRAE CRISPR/Cas9 & 1HJE I, %11 3 4% sgRNA
JEH (1), 43 e 22 3544 pLentiCRISPRV 2 i, Fifi
JE X AT PCR A E TN . 45 R s E 4
JRE AR #1836 44 4 pLentiCRISPRV2-NCOA4-
sgRNAL, pLentiCRISPRV2-NCOA4-sgRNA2
pLentiCRISPRV2-NCOA4-sgRNA3.,

Targeti#1 PAM

sgRNA-608
CTT-5'

pLentiNCOA4 genomic target . .l
5'-CACCGAGGTCCATCTCATCTTGATCAGGAAG-3'
3-GTGGCTCCAGGTAGAGTAGAACTAG CCTTC-5' SYRNA-539

Target#2 PAM

23954 bp

§'-CACCGTTTCACGACTGTCACTCTCAGGCTT-3" R——
3-GTGGCAAAGTGCTGACAGTGAGAGTCCGAAS 59

Target#3 PAM

Bl NCOA4RiMEHRMMME
Fig.1 Construction of NCOA4 knockout recombinant plasmid

2.2 NCOA4 & E ik B MARC-145 4 i & K9 6
®E5EE

1) 8 05 75 B Y MARC-145 40 ) L 28 0 e 3¢
1P e B AN A, IR X HdE 4T Sanger U 40 1E . 45 2%
SR I NCOA4 5[5 ) MARC-145 #i B 41
Ml &, O 4 ik 2 Bk S AL Y A T R 40 B &, BD
NCOA4-KO-1 (| 2A) Fil NCOA4-KO-2 (1H 2B) .
43X 2 Ff oA R 40 B ZR ORI A= A MARC-145 41 g
(WT) 433 & 6 FL 40 i % 5% At , Western blot 43 #
SRR, TE NCOAL bR R v, bR AR
KIKFE TR T 80% (| 2C) o x4 45 55 B |

NCOA4 F N R R A9 MARC-145 40 it 2 i o442t
2.3 BBk NCOA4E[E>t PRRSV & il B #M

J R 9T NCOA4 XF PRRSV & il f95% wil , #) H
PRRSV 43 Jill & %t MARC-145 NCOA4-KO-1,
NCOA4-KO-2 F1 WT 4 ffg, 2 HUE RNA FlLS M,
[A] BF i 4 B0 7 o 3 17 qPCR. Western blot
TCIDs, 3 81, 43 53 A 1 PRRSV ORF7 mRNA 1 N
R RIKIKE L SR 8 B o 45 R WoR AT
B AR PR NCOA4 8.3 35 i T PRRSV ORF7
mRNA N & 3R K 800 B (K] 3) o X eesh
IR R NCOA4FEH R fe iF PRRSV B & il .
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GGTBTGGEAGATTSG CCTBGBCAATCT

4
7 { [ "“Hllwﬂ !

I
\ ' "‘H' ’f\/‘ ‘u‘ ]V\AQ‘U U“k

TGTAC(‘AACTlGdTCAGGAAAACCAGCCCAAAGGGGGG.\AG

A
|
\‘
M\

wT |
B
NCOA4-KO-2 A A A AR AT A AN AT AT
ATGATGTGGC V|>(' T ("’/\ CGTATTGGATGAAGACTACC CAGGATAT I\U A
N
o w’@
« g@o‘ gQ)O
NCOA4 |[W_ = =
C

GAPDH | - —

A:NCOA4-KO-1 il il / (NCOA4 B BR i MARC-145 41 j & 1) 3 8§k 2 58 48 B2 B 1815 B: NCOA4-KO-2 4l il 5/ (NCOA4 B BR i
MARC-145 4l ifd & 2) 3 PRk 2 28 48 B 40 #7 /] 5 C o i bR 40 L 3R NCOA4 LR B 8 FH /Ko Az Analysis of gene deletion mutant types in
NCOA4-KO-1 cell line (NCOA4 knockout MARC-145 cell line 1) ; B: Analysis of gene deletion mutant types in NCOA4-KO-2 cell line
(NCOA4 knockout MARC-145 cell line 2) ; C:Protein levels of the NCOA4 gene in the knockdown cell lines.

2 MARC-14540ff NCOA4RIR MM R MMESEE
Fig.2 Construction and identification of NCOA4 knockout cell lines in MARC-145 cells

A B C
il e
® g L 0?&)& 09—‘5 g k.
wag 3 . RAE SR =
ELe Hey 8
TEs 2 NCOA4 | W ESS
Z s #5 2
<= PRRSV N | A )
5 2 k
© R S,
A o GAPDH | M _—
0?»”"@?»“’@ ; @‘N@'\&@@
o b
$C) $() $()0?&$()0?‘
2151 Groups

15 Groups
A:PRRSV 7£ WT FINCOA4-KO 4 il # 1 mRNA /K ; B: PRRSV N 2K 4 1£ WT FI NCOA4-KO 4 i+ i 25 14K 5 C 5 921 JEE
#+8 P<<0.01, FIAl. A:Relative quantification of PRRSV replication in WT and NCOA4-KOs cells; B: PRRSV N protein levels in WT
and NCOA4-KO cells; C:Viral titer.** represents P<<0.01, the same as below.
3 NCOA4-KO 3t PRRSV £ #I ) %
Fig.3 The effect of NCOA4-KO on PRRSYV replication

24 NCOA4EFERIFRX A EM HAEERE SR E(K5) . XERMNCOA4 IR AT 4

B Wi 72 B B0

it 20 A AR S AT 25 SR W, AH T T AR A
NCOA4 F[H w55 240 i GO,G1 191 20 i L f51) 5 28 184
(P<<0.01) , 1 S 31 A1 G2/M 3] Lt 5] ¥ 0% 5 =5 B4 1K
(P<<0.01) (& 4).

CCKIXIu 4 R R, 5B A BUAH I , NCOA 4 K&
K] R o 4 L A 24,36 h B3G5 8 ) W I il 55 , 48 h 22

HATH

AN NCOA 4 35 AR o0k 8k 18 W 1 52 0, )
Western blot 6 I % & 1 # 4% 1 (ferritin heavy chain
L,FTHL, kA Wbl & 1) B S A R AKF . 45
7R, HH T WT 8 NCOA4 5 P il B 40 fig 2 o
FTHI # F 3Rk 7KF 34 m (& 6) o 3 32 W1 R 5 240
ZPEFTHL BF I, HAER H Wi
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wT NCOA4-KO-1
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0 - ; 0 . e L
0 50 100 150 200 0 50 100 150 200
PE-AMIZOER PE-AMRZEt 8
Fluorescence intensity of PE-A Fluorescence intensity of PE-A
100 kol - WT
I NCOA4-KO-1
80r
2 Z 60f
C =g
= - 40p
= o
"o ok *%
20+

GO/G1

the cell cycle (7=3).

S G2/M
I Period

A LB EPA R NCOA 4 HE DA R A0 ST i U LA B AR W46 28 5 C - GO/G LS G2/ M A5 A ML L A7) 77 161 (n=3) . A and B: Cell
cycle analysis of wild type cells and NCOA4 gene knockout by flow cytometry; C:Histogram of cell proportion in GO/G1, S, G2/M phases of

B4 NCOA4E Frmgkk 4 E HAH T
Fig.4 Cell cycle detection after NCOA4 gene knockout

4
- WT
—- NCOA4-KO-1 sk
o
2
ne
==
so 2
o a
> o
m >
=3
<
©
o~

0 1 | |
12 24 36 48

I} [H]/h Time
El5 NCOA4EEmFEHHAEE (=10
Fig.> Cell viability detection after NCOA4
gene knockout(n=10)

3 i i

UEAER , 3 0 B (0 A% R i A 5 1) B 9 g 4 T
H A5 5% S 0% R R B ( TALENS) , BE 4R A%
iR i (ZFNs) 1 s B0 00 Ji) B 2 1] SC = &2 471
(CRISPR)/CRISPR #H X 2 i 9 (Cas9) B 1Z
FHREED S, T TALENSs #l ZFNs 4 £

N
?P"@
P
S ——

B 6 FTH17E WT#1NCOA4-KO 4RAa iy = Bk P
Fig.6 FTHI1 protein levels in WT and NCOA4-KO cells

5 ELRER 200 5 R 2 8 B R CRISPR/Cas9 P H: i
L% QN L QA =l E Y SR S W= R S = % g ]
B AT A P B AR R AR A R AN, TR
R FH T A AN ST 40 22 R SR T A A 4
3, CRISPR/Cas9 #\ Ry & — RS TE Pt 5 T 5.
CRISPR/Cas9 i AR # Je CasO fif e b, & nl A5 15
DNA [ [l 3C 8 5 )7 91 4% 5 (1) RNA 454, R U1El 5
RNA [8] & 5B % 9 DNA , RNA 7] [ 72 D H At 44
AR IC I3RS 10 15 £ DNA % R Befh st AR . fEIX
AN FZ G, DNA [0l SCHE &7 51 (10 sy fin 44 0 X
BTG B9 CRIPSR RNA (tracr RNA ), 1 [8] b 7 A 55 5%
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Y1 X A CRIPSR RNA (crRNA) . tracr RNA Al
crRNA W] DL 3% #: 75 — & B WL 5 4 m 5 RNA
(sgRNA) , 1] L Cas9 i75 F Protospacer #H 4 3% J7
(PAMs) X 38k i) DNA Y1012 B A BFse %1, 8
it CRISPR/Cas9 £ A i B HIV (19 52 {& CXCR4 F1
CCRS, fE B2 M6 HIV #5512 5 4 bE T 85 A
BHK21 40 i , ] H] CRISPR/Cas9 # K # # fY
TRIMS3 3 X B 5 69 BHK21 40 Mo 2 fiE 9% 5 2 310 6
FMDV 1 & #1' ; 78 HEK-293T 41 Jiil % i b
USP30 $ P A 58 2 M SVA i & 172 FkEZ$L
AR )32 W H T 58 PRRSV., 78 PK15-CD163-
Cas9 2 i v & % IL20RB . ATP6VOA1 F1 STX10 %
] % [k PRRSV ORF7 mRNA # ik /K 27
BE b, R AR B & B CD163 @Bk 3% , BE e 2
PRRSV B4 00 A58 13 sgRNA % e 1 B i
i V& 44 2 Y NCOA4 3 A i bk 19 MARC-145 4ff fifd
Z, I8 1t Western blot B UE T NCOA 4 5 [F ) = bk
% . M T MARC-145 X%} PRRSV 5 & , A &
PRRSV SO ALHI 58 R . PRk, w20 i
Z ) ELRE A RS NCOA4 7E PRRSV & il i F vh
R G HEAE FH o

NCOAAAE Rk F W 1 B AZ 1, BB R
JEMEFTHLZ G B U 1 -NCOAL B G4, i
BEYREYE A MERSLE A (TAXIBPD) 53, 4kii &
A R TR B T . NCOA4 Y ik &
DRSE TR LI I W5 5 i A 32 2 200 B P A s ik
FE Y G . BRad 3 A NCOA4 5 HERC2 HAE,
CFP AR NCOA4 7R IR IO VE F T BB, DA
i PR R . 25 NCOA4L 145 4 thfits
1T AR NCOAL B FUB A, il ek A msk . ik,
NCOA4 #y Rk A HLE AR A WA E A, A
X BB 22 2K [ Ak Pl B3R S5 B i Y 52, B A2 5%
SRR RV S S PR PE BRE e . L, 5 S I HIF2
it 5 NCOA4 i3 37 b i i =A% FF G445 A M T 7E
B S KOF- 30T NCOA4 (1 6385 . miRNA-124-
3p BE5 NCOA4 1Y 3" UTR &5 A , H1E 55 5t J5 K F-
HINCOA4 TR ik . NCOAL A F 14k 1 X5
I 1 A LA B R R S A O R U T
NCOA4 A F 14k A Wi fE B &Mk H . A
WF3E %, Fl FH QPCR 1 Western blot # 1 A& FH ik (5
NCOA4 J5 ,PRRSV & il @ 15k . Pk, &k A mEm
TR0 AT BB IR T B 1A AT B, Rk A s
BRIETAHZE A 10 25 0t 1T BE A8 0N X e s it 24 1

75

A FT Ak E R PRRSV & i A9 5, ARBF5T LA
Bk AW RIS, DLER A WY B2 R NCOA 4 R 2%
H 38 2 CRISPR/Cas9 % K 4 # AR 78 % PRRSV
Sy I MARC-145 4 il & B 7 NCOA4 3Rk .
(7] Fsf ) FH ot = A B AR A T B NCOA4 5 45 1) 4
JiLJE 3 8 AR Ak, I B S L BIAE LA RO BRI KT 5
UE T NCOA4 % PRRSV & il (r52 M0, ik S5 5125
/R T NCOAL AT A X PRRSV & il it 41 i
YEH ABAEHALE EA S 2 — D4R E . AR5 AT
GG Z Ao SRR YT FAERAC TR, O PRRS
A g 75 P 50 ) 977 42 i TR SR
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Constructing MARC-145 cell lines with NCOA4 gene knockout based on
CRISPR/Cas9 system and its effect on replication of HP-PRRSYV

GUAN Kaifeng', YUAN Chenyang’, LU Rongzhou®, ZHANG Gaiping'**

1.School of Advanced Agricultural Sciences, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China;
2.College of Veterinary Medicine, Northwest A&E University, Yangling 712100, China;
3.Key Laboratory of Animal Immunology, Henan Academy of Agricultural Sciences,
Zhengzhou 450002, China

Abstract Ferritinophagy is a crucial cellular pathway that selectively degrades ferritin to release free
iron and plays a key role in maintaining intracellular iron homeostasis. Recent studies have shown a close re-
lationship between viral infections and host iron metabolism. As a significant pathogen severely affecting the
global swine industry, the relationship between PRRSV replication and host ferritinophagy remains unclear.
CRISPR/Cas9 technology was used to knockout the NCOA4 gene encoding a key receptor for ferritinopha-
gy in PRRSV-susceptible MARC-145 cells to study the role of NCOA4-mediated ferritinophagy in the in-
fection of PRRSV. The efficiency of knockouting the NCOA4 gene was detected with Sanger sequencing
and Western blot. Methods including flow cytometry, QPCR, Western blot and TCID;, assays were used
to detect the cell cycle and cell viability of the NCOA4 deficient mutant and wild-type MARC-145, and
study the effect of NCOA4 deficiency on the replication of PRRSV. The results showed that MARC-145
cell lines with NCOA4 gene knockout were successfully constructed. The level of ORF7 mRNA, N pro-
tein, and viral titers of PRRSV in MARC-145 cell lines with NCOA4 gene knockout was significantly in-
creased and the expression of FTHI protein was promoted compared with that in wild-type MARC-145
cells. It 1s indicated that the deletion of NCOA4, a key receptor gene for ferritinophagy, can promote the
replication of PRRSV. It will provide a theoretical basis for the prevention and control of PRRSV.

Keywords CRISPR/Cas9; NCOA4; ferritinophagy ; PRRS; gene knockout; cell activity
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